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Houston Archeological Society Meeting, December 14, 2023, 6:00 p.m. 

Annual Review and Holiday Gathering 

 

HAS members and friends, please join us for our annual Christmas gathering at 

the Trini Mendenhall Community Center at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 

14, 2023. Enjoy holiday snacks and socializing as we recap the HAS speakers and 

archeology projects during 2023, such as Lone Oak, Santa Rosa, and Kirbee Kiln. 

HAS President Bob Sewell will serve as our host, and he will discuss past and 

future projects for interested HAS members. Please bring your favorite holiday 

treats to share. This holiday meeting is free and open to the public. Be looking for 

your meeting reminder, which will also contain a Zoom link so that those who 

cannot join us in person can tune in from afar. 

The Trini Mendenhall Community Center is located at 1414 Wirt Road in 

Houston. For more information about this program or about the Houston 

Archeological Society, please contact Bob Sewell at president@txhas.org.   

                       Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday season!        
Frank Kozar, HAS Vice President 

 

 

HAS Memberships for 2024 Are Due 

 

We hope you will renew your membership in the Houston Archeological 

Society - and maybe even give a membership as a gift to someone you 

know who might enjoy digging up Texas history with us, one trowel-full 

at a time. You can either pay your dues online using a credit card at 

Membership - Houston Archeological Society (txhas.org),  

or download a hardcopy of the membership form at 

http://www.txhas.org/PDF/HAS%20Membership%20Form.pdf  

and mail it to us with your payment. Our memberships are the best deal 

in town, available at $25 (Individual), $30 (Family), $15 (Student), and 

$35+ at the Contributing Membership level. Remember that benefits of 

your membership include the unique opportunity to dig with us at 

archeological sites in the area, work with us at our labs where we process artifacts from those sites, and receive 

free copies of our current academic publications including HAS Reports and Journals. Please join us!!!! 

 

Note: If you joined after September, then your membership is good for 2024. 

 

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:president@txhas.org
http://www.txhas.org/membership.html
http://www.txhas.org/PDF/HAS%20Membership%20Form.pdf
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President’s Message – Robert Sewell 

 

As we head into the end of 2023 and a New Year, I want to thank you all for 

your support of the Houston Archeological Society. I hope that HAS can count 

on your continued membership in 2024. 

2023 has been another challenging year with the excessive summer heat 

curtailing many of our outside activities. However, we did get to excavate on 

occasions, and we did a good deal of outreach. We continued our 

investigations at the Lone Oak Site near Frelsburg, Texas, and we opened up 

a new project on the Katy Prairie called the Santa Rosa Site. It has been 

gratifying to see several new members participate in both of these projects. HAS members also helped survey the 

area designated for a new construction project at the San Felipe Historic Site. 

October was International Archeology Month and HAS participated in events at the San Jacinto Battleground 

Historic Site, the Houston Museum of Natural Science, and Kleb Woods Nature Preserve. Also, HAS members 

conducted several presentations to local schools and organizations. Public outreach is an important aspect of the 

HAS mission, as we continue to educate the public regarding archeology and history, particularly of the Upper 

Texas Gulf Coast. I want to express my appreciation to all those HAS members who have donated their time to 

participating in our outreach activities, and I hope that they, and others, will continue to participate in our outreach 

during 2024. 

We hope to have a new project starting up in early 2024. It is a prehistoric site and is fairly local to Houston, 

between Brookshire and San Felipe de Austin. This does not mean that we will cease all of our other projects. Far 

from it. In fact, the HAS Board has recently designated the Lone Oak Site near Frelsburg, Colorado County, as 

an HAS educational site due to the richness of the prehistoric artifacts still being recovered. It is a great site for 

new and relatively inexperienced members to “cut their teeth” on archeological excavation techniques. 

We are also working with other archeological societies and organizations in the state in order to participate in 

their projects, including hopefully a return to the Kirbee Kiln Site near Magnolia in Montgomery County. 

For those HAS members who are also members of the Texas Archeological Society, there will be opportunities 

to participate in the TAS Annual Field School next June and the TAS Annual Symposium in October. 

And, of course, don’t forget to renew your HAS membership for 2024. 

I hope you and your families have a safe and healthy Holiday Season and I look forward to seeing as many of you 

as possible either in the field, or at our monthly meetings. 

 

Bob Sewell, HAS President 
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Houston Archeological Society Monthly Meeting Minutes – November 16, 2023 

Meeting called to order at 6:31 p.m. – Bob Sewell (President) 

 

Project Reports – Bob Sewell  

Lone Oak - HAS intends to recommence excavations the week of November 27. Everyone welcome, details will be 

emailed when the timing is confirmed.  

Santa Rosa - Some shovel testing was carried out earlier in the year. Investigations are still active, but excavation 

techniques are being reassessed because of the sandy environment. 

New Site in the Brookshire Area - Project planning has begun after the Board’s approval at the October Board 

meeting. The site was initially excavated around twenty years ago by HAS and we have been encouraged to return. 

A site visit revealed some good surface finds. Look out for further information in future emails and newsletters. 

  

Outreach – Bob Sewell - Thank you to all those members who volunteered for the various activities during Archeology 

Month. 

Houston Museum of Natural Science - HAS appreciated the prime spot in the HMNS entrance foyer to the museum. 

The day was a great success thanks to those who turned up to help. It was great to be there again. 

Kleb Woods, Digging Up Old Stuff - This year, HAS volunteers worked alongside principal investigator Ashley 

Jones and some of her volunteer staff members supervising excavations in the units. This teamwork proved to be 

very successful, and the unit excavations were as popular as ever with the public, as well as the show-and-tell and 

HAS displays. 

   

TAS Academy Reminder – Bob Sewell – The TAS Zooarcheology and Osteology Academy will take place at Rice 

University on February 10 and 11, 2024, but this event is now fully booked. If you are interested in attending, please reach 

out to TAS through the TAS website and put your name on the waiting list. Eleanor Stoddart, Bob Sewell, and Frank Kozar 

have had a walkthrough of the lab at Rice with Dr. Prendergast, who is leading the course, and preparations look great. 

   

Reports and Publications – Bob Sewell - HAS is looking for a Publications Editor.  Please contact Bob Sewell 

(president@txhas.org) for more details if you are interested. Candidates should be reasonably proficient with Microsoft 

Word and be prepared to work with Kindle Desktop Publishing and Amazon. 

  

Treasurer’s Report - Louis Herbert - HAS finances remain in good shape. If you would like further information, please 

contact Louis at treasurer@txhas.org. 

  

Membership - Louis Herbert - Membership currently stands at 183 members. Any member who has joined in September 

2023 or later is granted membership through 2024. 

  

Newsletter - Betsy Wittenmyer – We appreciate all the HAS members and HAS friends who are contributing articles, ideas, 

reports, and photographs. Subjects of interest are field schools, work sites, labs, academies, community outreach, historical 

and archeological sites, and topic research. We hope all members will consider sending content, with submissions requested 

by the fifteenth of each month. Betsy would love feedback concerning the newsletter. Please respond to the email at the end 

of the newsletter with any feedback, suggestions, or comments. 

  

Next HAS Meeting - Bob Sewell – Our next meeting is on Thursday, December 14, at 6 p.m. We will meet in person at 

the Trini Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road, 77055. Bring your favorite holiday snack to share as we present 

a short recap of 2023, celebrate the year’s activities, and visit with friends old and new during our Annual Holiday Social. 

  

Meeting Presentation – Bob Sewell - The speaker this evening is Mike McBride, president of the Hill Country 

Archeological Association, who will discuss investigations at the Crying Woman Ranch Site (41KR754) in Kerr County, 

Texas. 

  

Meeting drawn to a close at 6:42 p.m. - Bob Sewell. A big thank you to Eleanor Stoddart for taking the minutes at the 

September and October meetings.                               

Emma Mattey, HAS Secretary 
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Update from Heather Para, Ph.D., Exhibits and Collections Manager 

at the Museum of the Coastal Bend 

 
The Coastal Bend Archaeological Logistics Team (CoBALT) is 

based in Victoria and working the McNeill Ranch site (41VT141) 

in a cooperative agreement with the Museum of the Coastal Bend 

(MCB). 41VT141 was regularly occupied by prehistoric cultures 

for over thousands of years.  

Our own very talented Bill Birmingham was recently featured on 

social media for his astonishing restoration of a copper chocolatera 

from 41VT11 (Spanish colonial mission Nuestra Señora del 

Espíritu Santo de Zúñiga). This is one of two chocolateras in the 

MCB collection, and it will be featured in the new exhibit La 

Misión: Where Texas Ranching Began, opening in the Fall of 

2024. Bill’s expertise in metallurgy, and just about everything else, 

is indeed our greatest asset.  

MCB and CoBALT will be the 2024 hosts for the TAS annual 

meeting, taking place October 25-27, 2024. We need your help! If 

you are interested in volunteering, there are many jobs to be done 

(many of which can be done remotely) before the event. If you 

have time and interest, please contact Heather Para at heather.para@victoriacollege.edu or (361) 572-6468.  

As always, our archaeology lab is open to the public on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Stop in at the museum’s front 

desk and we will direct you to the lab. Holiday schedule: please note that MCB will close on December 17 for winter break, to reopen 

January 2.  

 

Update from Gary Pinkerton - Author, Researcher, and Previous HAS Guest Speaker 
 

 

HAS members will recall that Gary Pinkerton presented a 

Zoom lecture to our society in February 2021, discussing 

his research and resulting book about Trammel’s Trace 

and pioneer and scout Nicholas Trammell. This award-

winning work was published in 2016 by Texas A&M 

University Press. Trammel’s Trace ran from the Red River 

to Nacogdoches, where it met the Camino Real de los 

Téjas and was the first road into Texas from the northern 

boundary with the United States. It was an early trail for 

the Caddo, and was later used for migration from 

Arkansas, Missouri, and Tennessee before Texas became 

a Republic. Herewith, Gary updates HAS about his 

continuing work: 
 

Since you have been interested in my writing and research 

in the past, I wanted to update you about what’s happening 

behind the scenes. I’ve been making a lot of changes in preparation for an exciting upcoming year. As an author, I connect 

with a lot of people with similar interests. With that focus in mind, I am combining separate websites and Facebook groups 

for my books into single sources on the web and on Facebook. The new website, www.GaryLPinkerton.com, provides 

access to all the books and services I deliver. The website is new so it may have a few bugs, but I want to make it available 

to you now to give it a look and offer your feedback. To test it out, the first five people who order Trammel’s Trace through 

Low-light photo of Trammel's Trace. Hwy 77 between Naples and Atlanta, near 

Dalton Church. Site of a Texas Historical Marker. Photograph by Bob Vernon. 

Source: Trammel's Trace (trammelstrace.com). 

mailto:heather.para@victoriacollege.edu
https://mgcp03.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6545152b5ad4025284d24116&u=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.garylpinkerton.com%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR2iamOprJxwSDaPz2qFnpcoMvkeVRogtSlhwJulUfGpeLRYSFAXBiuDQ6k%26h%3DAT2Q8ZWcpLLzmfB_HO63_8X9FuAZ3A8XoFV97oyTH32cpTPZfJBwSJdhwTinVsmCiR0668mS3_2Al1SzQesbi_n1ZUHKVwl9UjPh1M61OlimZVoIHxunI2B51DbQvC6U4qNEwdxzd_AfkhDZAA%26__tn__%3D-UK-R%26c%5B0%5D%3DAT1MAkFCeWjzozOLElj6tgu17u5zSFuF7sZpdMojmQaVtqIcxJsAYowOKdB10udexPrTo4DPDoIuCcQ7_Fk591buRO5mjAi7UJS3eKXXbQlxHOFBoJPQNDz6D2hpNMG4fDSMtgwiRqd9dZiOhY3xPT3pL40&w=64c9bb3fb137cd19094a1e73&c=b_65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624&l=en-US&s=TwyrNqS5RyumcCQxNIaogd_yGYw%3D
http://trammelstrace.com/
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the new website will get a free copy of Finding Trammel’s Trace, a guide to remains of the trail and its historical markers. 

That’s a $10 freebie. Order the book here and I’ll email you the guide. 

 

In addition to the website change, I’ve created a Facebook page as a common link to my work as an author, researcher, and 

website creator. The new author-oriented Facebook page is found at https://www.facebook.com/garylpinkerton/. It is a 

renamed version of the former Trammel’s Trace page and over time will include more about all my work. 
 

The coming year will be exciting and busy with the release of two new books in 2024. Bridles & Biscuits: The Contraband 

Culture of Spanish East Texas (Texas A&M University Press) is the story of the role of smuggling in the years before 

Nacogdoches became a permanent settlement in 1779, and the tenure and removal of Antonio Gil Ibarvo. Paper Diver: How 

the World’s Greatest Treasure Hunter Never Got Wet (McFarland Publishing) is a biography of a fascinating character who 

told fantastic stories of underwater adventure. Harry Rieseberg sold himself as the world’s greatest, but none of his tales 

were true. I’m really proud of this one. Learn more about each of these on the website. At the new website, you will also 

see a menu option for Services. There you will see my offerings of assistance with website creation, writing support, and 

other efforts in support of local historical organizations. More to come on that but check it out and see what you think. 

Thanks so much for your ongoing support and interest. 

 
From the HAS Archives 

 

A repository of past issues of The Profile is available on the HAS website wherein you will find 

a wealth of fascinating archived articles, including this piece from December 2012, written by our 

dearly-missed friend and former HAS member, the late Louis Aulbach (2012 December 

Profile.pdf (txhas.org). It’s worth another read, so here it is – from the HAS Archives:  

 

Season’s Greetings from your local Brewery - circa 1912! Most of you will have received many 

“season’s greetings” cards by the time you read this newsletter. However…we thought you'd like 

to see just one more card that was sent to Houstonians...one hundred years ago…in 1912! 

Traditionally, the holiday season has been a time for retail businesses to communicate the company's good wishes to their 

customers. In the early nineteenth century, the Houston Ice and Brewing Association used an engraved greeting card to 

announce the winners of its "guess the number of bottles" contest while extending best wishes for a happy holiday season. 

The card was a simple, but direct, message to its customers and to those who stopped by its booth at the city's annual 

November festival known as the Carnival, or more properly, the No-Tsu-Oh Festival. This Mardi Gras-style festival was a 

week-long celebration of local businesses, most notably the cotton trade, in which pageants, parades, and balls were held 

throughout the week. No doubt, the local brewery also played a big role in the festivities. The Houston Ice and Brewing 

Association was the producer of several beers, 

including the Magnolia, Richelieu, and Southern 

Select brands. The brewery was located on Buffalo 

Bayou at Franklin Avenue and was very convenient 

to the street celebrations of the Carnival along 

Commerce Avenue and Franklin Avenue. Today, 

the Magnolia Ballroom is a remnant of the large 

brewery complex that spanned the bayou. This 

greeting card dates from about 1912 and was in the 

personal files of my maternal grandmother, 

Hildegard Cox, a longtime resident who first came 

to Houston in 1908 as a college student. The No-

Tsu-Oh Festival began in the late 1890s, and the 

last festival was held about 1915. Nevertheless, the 

message conveyed by the card is timeless.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

-- Louis F. Aulbach 

 

https://mgcp03.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6545152b5ad4025284d24116&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.garylpinkerton.com%2Forders%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624%26ss_email_id%3D6545152b5ad4025284d24116%26ss_campaign_name%3DNew%2BYear.%2BNew%2BBooks.%2BNew%2BStuff%2Bfrom%2BGary%2BL.%2BPinkerton%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2023-11-03T15%253A44%253A07Z&w=64c9bb3fb137cd19094a1e73&c=b_65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624&l=en-US&s=pMnxBsFYASKF5sH6zeoZLUYneCU%3D
https://mgcp03.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6545152b5ad4025284d24116&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgarylpinkerton%3F__cft__%5B0%5D%3DAZXXp5CyBsdIO_OvCSpbnxq24HzPN7PQKFpaULHyDyYZTbMiY0J3bmsFc2X5uOWmFDuh7TjUpMU04JVBG_dPpjGmwh2S1AldY_h8kZrpgW6MpUidno906ecycg2W4eYea3U%26__tn__%3D-%5DK-R&w=64c9bb3fb137cd19094a1e73&c=b_65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624&l=en-US&s=YIc828XF4VfWDoSt0FdxEOavH1Y%3D
https://mgcp03.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6545152b5ad4025284d24116&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.garylpinkerton.com%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624%26ss_email_id%3D6545152b5ad4025284d24116%26ss_campaign_name%3DNew%2BYear.%2BNew%2BBooks.%2BNew%2BStuff%2Bfrom%2BGary%2BL.%2BPinkerton%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2023-11-03T15%253A44%253A07Z&w=64c9bb3fb137cd19094a1e73&c=b_65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624&l=en-US&s=CSWgPMsgWVlUDXm9HtwJ5XP22Jc%3D
https://mgcp03.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6545152b5ad4025284d24116&u=https%3A%2F%2Fgarylpinkerton.com%2Fservices%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624%26ss_email_id%3D6545152b5ad4025284d24116%26ss_campaign_name%3DNew%2BYear.%2BNew%2BBooks.%2BNew%2BStuff%2Bfrom%2BGary%2BL.%2BPinkerton%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2023-11-03T15%253A44%253A07Z&w=64c9bb3fb137cd19094a1e73&c=b_65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624&l=en-US&s=T3qjKyDL8K7NKdHYosti15yhI6w%3D
http://txhas.org/PDF/newsletters/2012/2012%20December%20Profile.pdf
http://txhas.org/PDF/newsletters/2012/2012%20December%20Profile.pdf
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A Tale of Two Money Boxes 

 

Thomas L. Nuckols 

 

Introduction 

 

In August of this year, my youngest brother, Danny, and I spent a few days at the Nuckols ranch in Big Wells, Dimmit 

County, Texas. Since our last visit several months previously, honeybees had established a hive inside a portion of the front 

wall of the ranch house. Regarding Mother Nature, my brother and I have a policy of “live and let live,” so the bees will be 

allowed to stay. Besides, since the house is well past its one-hundredth birthday and is in constant need of repair, we are not 

too concerned about any damage caused by the bees’ presence. 

 

One day, we took a break from ranch chores and visited our friend George Henrichson, who lives in Valley Wells, eleven 

miles from Big Wells. George owns Henrichson Ranch, which he inherited from his father, William Lawrence Henrichson 

(1905-1994). The cattle ranch was originally established in the early 1900s by George’s grandfather, George William 

Henrichson (1868-1940). Knowing that I have an interest in anything historical, George showed me his grandfather’s metal 

money box (Figure 1). 

   
Figure 1. George William Henrichson’s metal money box.  Photograph by Thomas L. Nuckols. 
Figure 2. The O’Brien family, Good Luck Colony, 1912. Early residents of the Colony lived in tents until houses could be built. Collection of Thomas L. Nuckols. 

 

                                                                              Good Luck Colony 

 

In 1900, George William Henrichson, along with Thomas Randall Keck and John A. Kerr, established a real estate firm in 

Cotulla, La Salle County, called the Texas Land and Loan Company. In 1909, the company acquired approximately 10,000 

acres of land in Dimmit County along both banks of the Nueces River and its tributary, the Sauz Mocho Creek. In an 

enterprise called the Good Luck Colony, the company sold ten-acre tracts of this Dimmit County land for $9 per acre to 

farmers who wanted to take advantage of the newly emerging Bermuda onion industry (Figures 2, 3) (Ludeman 1975: 168, 

172, 176, Tidwell 1984: 123).1  

 

 
1 See The Portal to Texas History, The Bermuda Onion (Digital Files), https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1353068/.  

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1353068/
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According to Tidwell: 

The first Good Luck Colony residents began arriving in 1910. In 1911, a school 

was built, and in 1914 a post office opened. By 1915, the colony’s population 

peaked at approximately seventy-five. Soon after, the community’s name was 

changed to Valley Wells. Between 1916 and 1918, the population of Valley Wells 

began to decline due to low crop prices and a hailstorm that completely pulverized 

the Bermuda onion crops. There were complaints among some residents that the 

name for their settlement should have been "Bad Luck Colony." By the mid-1920s, 

the town recorded only ten inhabitants (Leffler 1995). Today, with a population of 

just a few dozen souls on outlying ranches, Valley Wells is considered a ghost town and the only vestige of the original 

townsite is a cemetery. An obsolete iron truss bridge that once spanned the Nueces River also rests near the tombstones 

(Figures 4, 5). 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.The caption on back of this photograph 
reads, “This picture was donated by Mr. 

Rasmussen, who now resides in Gonzales, Texas. It 

was taken around 1912 in Valley Wells, Texas, and 
is a picture of a Bermuda onion farm. He stated that 

Dimmit County got its start by the growing and 

selling of onions. Mr. Rasmussen stated that his 
parents arrived in 1912 and operated an onion farm 

just like this one.” Collection of Thomas L. 

Nuckols. 

 

Unlike some of the real estate promoters who came into Dimmit 

County, the Texas Land and Loan Company did not invest in 

“showy” facilities to lure in new customers. The brushland was 

sold in its original unimproved condition. The single bonus 

offered – and it was a significant one – was the installation of 

an artesian well. The first well (of four), drilled between 1910 

and 1912, produced an astonishing flow of water. 

 

The Texas Land and Loan company recognized that the small 

farmers who bought in the area frequently could not afford to 

drill their own water wells. Thus, the Good Luck Colony 

developers devised a scheme which was unique among all the 

planned real estate projects in the country. They installed the 

first well and gave away shares of it to all who purchased land 

around it. The well then became the property of those who 

would use it for irrigation and household purposes (1984: 123). 

 

Figure 4. A 1960s photograph of the Author atop the single lane iron truss bridge 
spanning the Nueces River near Valley Wells. The bridge was built in 1909 by a steel 

company in Iowa. The bridge, now sitting in an unused portion of the Valley Wells 

cemetery, was removed intact and replaced c. 2001 by a two-lane concrete bridge. 
Collection of Thomas L. Nuckols. 

See http://www.texasescapes.com/TexasGhostTowns/ValleyWellsTexas.htm.  
Figure 5. Today the bridge rests in an empty section of the Valley Wells cemetery. 
Valley Wells, Texas, AKA The Good Luck Colony (texasescapes.com). Photograph by 

Barclay Gibson, August 2011. 

 

http://www.texasescapes.com/TexasGhostTowns/ValleyWellsTexas.htm
http://www.texasescapes.com/TexasGhostTowns/ValleyWellsTexas/ValleyWellsTexas.htm
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Day-Tripping 

 

Recently, my oldest son John and I went day-tripping and antiquing in Wharton. On our drive home, we stopped at the 

Wharton County Historical Museum, located at 3615 North Richmond Road (Business 59). 

 

As I viewed the museum’s exhibit about the 

history of Wharton County cattle ranching, a 

particular artifact caught my attention, and I 

couldn’t believe what I was seeing: a metal 

money box similar to the one owned by George 

William Henrichson. Painted on the front of 

the box were the names A.H. & J.E. Pierce 

(Figure 6). In 1871, Abel Head “Shanghai” 

Pierce (1834-1900) and his brother, Jonathan 

E. Pierce (1839-1915), formed a partnership in 

the cattle ranching business, establishing the 

Rancho Grande. The Wharton County town of 

Pierce was named for the brothers. As a result 

of Abel Head Pierce’s world-wide search for a 

vigorous breed of cattle, the Pierce estate 

imported Brahman from India, supplying Texas with a base stock allowing ranchers to develop large herds of American 

Brahman (Emmett 1952). 

 

An additional display at the Wharton County Historical Museum featured artifacts recovered during the Houston 

Archaeological Society’s investigation of Post West Bernard (41WH16) in 1984. The Republic of Texas established Post 

West Bernard in the summer of 1837 to fulfill ordnance needs for its military prior to the completion of the Houston Arsenal 

in 1838 (Hudgins 1984, Spitzenberger 1995).  
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Picturing Camp Logan - The Holiday Season  

Part Two: Christmas 

 

Robert Morin and Betsy Wittenmyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Christmas greeting postcard. Robert Morin Collection. 

 

December of 1917 found Camp Logan personnel under a strict training regime 

with the goal of “whipping the division into shape” (Holiday 1). Yet, General 

Bell issued orders allowing the men a few days of respite from drills so they 

could rest and enjoy the Christmas holiday. Some went home to Illinois for a 

quick one-day visit with family, returning as required by December 24. 

Christmas Day festivities at the camp featured a lieutenant dressed as Santa 

Claus, riding in a sleigh pulled by four mules, adding “zest to the ceremonies” 

(Christmas 2). Every man received a Christmas package provided by the Red 

Cross. Those without holiday mail from home still received personal notes, 

arranged by the chaplain. Large “Merry Christmas” signs adorned every 

company’s entry street. Troops around the camp decorated with local greenery 

such as holly, smilax, and moss, and erected trees—but the 122nd Field Artillery 

seemed to have surpassed them all: 

One of the most imposing trees in the entire camp was the one 

decorated by the men of the 122d Field Artillery. It was more 

than a hundred feet high and glittered from top to bottom with 

vari-colored lights. On the very top shone a bright silver-

colored star that could be seen from all portions of the camp 

(Houston Chronicle, “Christmas Entertainments,” December 

25, 1917).   

Christmas caroling, concerts, and masses were followed by a bounteous meal in the bedecked mess halls. Servicemen under 

medical care in the infirmary, although isolated from the grander festivities, were treated to their own celebration. 

 

                    

Program from Camp Logan Base Hospital including 

Christmas carols. Robert Morin Collection. 
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By December of 1918, times had 

changed. Although the European front 

lines lay in quiet devastation after the 

Armistice, at home, the country, as well 

as Houston and Camp Logan, struggled 

to recover from a Spanish Flu epidemic 

that peaked in October 1918, requiring 

school closures and suspension of 

public activities (Schools 1). Six to 

seven hundred cases afflicted Camp 

Logan (Medley). Over seventy 

Christmas trees were provided 

throughout the convalescent wards—

with the Society column in the Houston 

Chronicle issuing a request that the 

women of Houston come to assist with 

decorations during “this great 

undertaking” (Society 18). Every 

patient and nurse received a gift; a 

Santa and the Liberty Theater troupe 

came through the wards bringing 

cheer. Within the ranks of healthy 

soldiers, a “large exodus” of those 

granted leaves crowded the “outgoing trains in all directions” (Discharges 29). Overall, despite the termination of the war, 

military discharges were not yet fully underway. So, the camp once again suspended drills, planned events, and served 

hearty turkey dinners to the soldiers on base: “No effort is to be spared to give . . . as good a Christmas as possible and a 

better one in some cases, perhaps, than they would have if they were not in the service” (Santa 29).  

  
            Christmas Day 1918 Program for Company I, 80th Infantry. Robert Morin Collection.  

Christmas dinner in a mess hall decorated for the holiday, Camp Logan. Note the earthen floor.  
Source: U.S. Army Center of Military History,  www.history.army.mil. 
 

http://www.history.army.mil/
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The Camp Logan articles are dedicated to  

 the memory of the late Louis F. Aulbach ~ 

dearly missed friend, local historian,  

and former member of HAS. 

 

Sources 

 

“Christmas Entertainments Feature of Day at Camp Logan; A Big Turkey Dinner Enjoyed.” The Houston Chronicle, 25 December 1917, 1-2. A-Z 

Databases (houstonlibrary.org). 

 

“Discharges Few at Camp Logan 3000 Examined.” The Houston Chronicle, 22 December 1917, 29. A-Z Databases (houstonlibrary.org). 

 

“Holiday Period for Camp Logan Checks Training.” The Houston Chronicle, 22 December 1917, 1. A-Z Databases (houstonlibrary.org). 

 

Medley, Alison. “Here’s How Houston Handled the Horrific Spanish Flu Pandemic 100 Years Ago.” Houston Chronicle. 13 March 2020. Here's how 

Houston handled the horrific Spanish flu pandemic 100 years ago (chron.com). 

 

Robert Morin Collection. 

 

“Santa Claus to Hold Carnival at Base Hospital.” The Houston Chronicle, 22 December 1917, 29. A-Z Databases (houstonlibrary.org). 

 

“Schools Are Ordered Closed Here; Public Gatherings Forbidden.” The Houston Chronicle, 9 October 1918, 1. A-Z Databases (houstonlibrary.org). 

 

“Society: Soldiers’ Festivities for Christmas.” The Houston Chronicle, 22 December 1918, 18. A-Z Databases (houstonlibrary.org).  

 

 
 

Holiday History

  

Left: The first Christmas card, designed in 1843 by Sir Henry Cole and J. C. Horsley. See History of the Christmas Card Smithsonian Magazine.  
Right: Vintage blown-glass ornament from Lauscha, Germany. See following article. Source: Antique Lauscha Santa Glass.  

 

 

https://houstonlibrary.org/az/databases
https://houstonlibrary.org/az/databases
https://houstonlibrary.org/az/databases
https://houstonlibrary.org/az/databases
https://www.chron.com/local/article/Here-s-how-Houston-handled-the-horrific-Spanish-15126650.php
https://www.chron.com/local/article/Here-s-how-Houston-handled-the-horrific-Spanish-15126650.php
https://houstonlibrary.org/az/databases
https://houstonlibrary.org/az/databases
https://houstonlibrary.org/az/databases
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-christmas-card-180957487/
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1555900887/antique-lauscha-santa-glass-ornament?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=lauscha+ornaments&ref=sr_gallery-1-18&pro=1&cns=1&referrer_page_guid=f76cacbdd3d.d4cd2b02eea421539c4d.00&organic_search_click=1
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Historical Blown-Glass Christmas Ornaments – Lauscha, Germany 

Glassblowers in the German village of Lauscha, Thuringia, are credited with developing hand-blown Christmas tree 

ornaments. The skill has been practiced in the Thuringian area since the twelfth century, where the abundant forests and 

mountain streams have consistently provided the necessary raw materials: clean water, firewood for kilns, quartz silicate to 

transform into glass, lime for hardening, and beech wood for the potash/lime/silica mixture favored in northern European 

formulas. Historically, monasteries first supported glassworks for use in their windows and pharmaceutical vials. Craftsmen 

expanded into optical and other technical wares. Trade routes and markets increased glassware commerce and attracted 

artisans from Franconia, Hesse, Swabia, and Bohemia. By 1781, decorative glass beads produced in the area became popular 

exports. These developed into round blown-glass ornaments around 1850, becoming silvered and more elaborate by 1867, 

as German nobility popularized Christmas trees. As they increased in notoriety, Lausche glass ornaments were shipped to 

England and attracted the attention of F. W. Woolworth, who began stocking them in his American retail chain in the 1880s. 

Today, the glassblowing cultural heritage of Lauscha is recognized by UNESCO. Most of the ornaments are still produced 

by small family businesses in over five thousand varieties. 

Sources: Christmas Tree - Lauscha Glass Museum (glasmuseum-lauscha.de); Nationwide Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage | German Commission for 
UNESCO; The History of Shiny Brite Ornaments - Antique Trader. 

 

 

Lauscha, Germany, IMG_5288.jpg (1600×1067) (obenauf-thueringen.de).                   

Historical ornaments in the Museum of Glass Art, Lauscha, glasmuseum-lauscha.de. 
 

 

 

https://www.glasmuseum-lauscha.de/christbaum.html
https://www.unesco.de/en/culture-and-nature/intangible-cultural-heritage/tree-ornaments-lauscha
https://www.unesco.de/en/culture-and-nature/intangible-cultural-heritage/tree-ornaments-lauscha
https://www.antiquetrader.com/articles/shiny-brite-ornaments-have-lasting-appeal-with-collectors
https://www.obenauf-thueringen.de/files/uploads/Bildpool_Tobias_Rosenbaum/IMG_5288.jpg
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Your HAS Happy Holidays Shopping Guide 

Gift Suggestions for the Archeology and History Lovers in Your Life! 
 

Book Recommendations:  

Books recommended by HAS members! Lives in Ruins by Marilyn Johnson 

(recommended by Bob Sewell); The Road to San Jacinto by Dave Dyer; Excavating the 

Lost Colony Mystery by Eric Klingelhofer; H. L. Hunley Recovery Operations, ed. 

Robert Neyland and Heather Brown; The Hermione: Lafayette's Warship by Emmanuel 

de Fontainieu; Fossil Men: The Quest for the Oldest Skeleton and the Origins of 

Humankind, by Kermit Pattison (recommended by Tom Nuckols) 

Books written by HAS members and friends! Inside Camp Logan, Aulbach, Gorski, 

and Morin; Porch Talk by Doug Boyd; The Public Land of Ostia Antica by Louis 

Aulbach and Linda Gorski; Trammel’s Trace by Gary Pinkerton 

(www.GaryLPinkerton.com); Blood Ties by Leonie Waithman (lwaithman.com); Sea of 

Mud by Gregg Dimmick; Carolyn E. Boyd, works on the Lower Pecos 

More books ~ The Heritage Society; The 10 Best Books About Texas; Texas History 

(goodreads.com); Books – Legacy of Texas; Suggested Reading (sanjacinto-

museum.org); Digging Up Texas by Robert Marcom; 20 Best Archaeology Books of All 

Time 

Fun coffee mugs! Munsell Mug; Stonehenge, 17th c. artwork mug 

Trowels ~ Archaeology Trowels - MARSHALLTOWN 

Custom trowels and tools ~ The Anvil & Yew; Custom Celtic Trowel; Handmade 

Trowels ~ Pre-Colombian atlatl reproduction ~ Pre-Columbian Style Atlatl 

Archeology trowel jewelry! mariliejacob;  Maldon Jewelry; Jim Clift - Etsy; 

archaeojewelry 

Odds and Ends ~ Archaeology Bottle Opener 'the Key'; Cookie Cutters; Lewis 

Chessmen Decoration – National Museums Scotland Shop (nms.ac.uk). 

Reproductions of historical maps ~ Maps/Legacy of Texas; Puzzles/Maps - Etsy 

Ancient architecture Lego sets! Great Pyramid Giza 21058; Roman Colosseum  10276 

Boots??? Archaeology Neat Vibe Boots (groovebags.com) 

Antiquities-themed home décor ~ Ancient-Greek-Pottery Throw Blanket; https://rdbl.co/49zGDG4 

Cool T-shirts ~ Archaeology Pop Art Dark T-Shirt; Group of Petroglyphs; Mayan Calendar T-shirt  

Humorous T-shirts! Coprolite Happens T-Shirt; My Life is in Ruins T-Shirt; Archaeology Shirt I Dig It; No It’s Not Just A Rock; 

Archaeology is Like History But Dirtier …. AND…. Ugly Archaeology Christmas Sweater 

 

 
 

Houston Archeological Society - Monthly Meeting Program Schedule  

 
Please note that meetings will vary between in-person, hybrid, or virtual (via Zoom). Some presentations will be uploaded to 

our YouTube site where they will be archived and available for viewing. The meeting format may change; be sure to doublecheck 

the HAS website and your emails prior to each meeting for updates. 

 

December 14, 2023 – HAS Meeting and Holiday Party at 6:00 p.m. On site at the Trini Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road 

in Houston, with a Zoom link to be provided via email for those who cannot attend in person. Bring a holiday treat to share. 

January 10, 2024 – HAS Board Meeting 

January 18, 2024 – HAS Monthly Meeting at 6:00 p.m. Featuring Alan Slade discussing the Folsom Fluted Point Survey. 

February 15, 2024 - HAS Monthly Meeting at 6:00 p.m. Featuring Heather Para speaking on Greek archeology. 

March 14, 2024 - HAS Monthly Meeting at 6:00 p.m. Featuring Dave Dyer speaking on The Road to San Jacinto, retracing Sam 

Houston and the Texian army’s route from Gonzales to San Jacinto. 

 

Houston Archeological Society monthly meetings are ordinarily free and open to the public. Many previous HAS presentations are 

archived on our YouTube site at www.youtube.com/channel. For more information about HAS, visit www.txhas.org, email us at 

president@txhas.org, or join our Facebook page at: Houston Archeological Society | Facebook.   

Source: https://www.npr.org/2016/12/20/506215632/how-

red-and-green-became-the-colors-of-christmas. 

https://www.amazon.com/Lives-Ruins-Archaeologists-Seductive-Rubble/dp/0062127195
https://www.amazon.com/Road-San-Jacinto-Retracing-Houstons/dp/1649670125/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1700019674&refinements=p_27%3ADave+Dyer&s=books&sr=1-1&text=Dave+Dyer
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469673752/excavating-the-lost-colony-mystery/
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469673752/excavating-the-lost-colony-mystery/
https://www.amazon.com/H-L-Hunley-Recovery-Operations/dp/1542856094/ref=sr_1_1?crid=27HZU8B2JH5OK&keywords=H.L.+Hunley.+Recovery+Operations&qid=1700020137&sprefix=h.l.+hunley.+recovery+operations%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/H-L-Hunley-Recovery-Operations/dp/1542856094/ref=sr_1_1?crid=27HZU8B2JH5OK&keywords=H.L.+Hunley.+Recovery+Operations&qid=1700020137&sprefix=h.l.+hunley.+recovery+operations%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hermione-Lafayettes-Warship-American-Revolution/dp/2916231358
https://www.amazon.com/Hermione-Lafayettes-Warship-American-Revolution/dp/2916231358
https://www.amazon.com/Fossil-Men-Oldest-Skeleton-Origins/dp/0062410288
https://www.amazon.com/Fossil-Men-Oldest-Skeleton-Origins/dp/0062410288
https://www.amazon.com/Inside-Camp-Logan-Soldiers-Houstons/dp/B09GZFB7PX/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2H57GN2G3L5T6&keywords=camp+logan+gorski&qid=1699845808&s=digital-text&sprefix=camp+logan+gorski%2Cdigital-text%2C86&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Inside-Camp-Logan-Soldiers-Houstons/dp/B09GZFB7PX/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2H57GN2G3L5T6&keywords=camp+logan+gorski&qid=1699845808&s=digital-text&sprefix=camp+logan+gorski%2Cdigital-text%2C86&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Porch-Talk-Conversation-Archaeology-Panhandle-ebook/dp/B08ZCNSY3V/ref=sr_1_2?qid=1699845520&refinements=p_27%3ADouglas+K.+Boyd&s=digital-text&sr=1-2&text=Douglas+K.+Boyd
https://www.amazon.com/Public-Land-Ostia-Antica-Self-Guided-ebook/dp/B07BH6M1K4/ref=sr_1_2?qid=1699845700&refinements=p_27%3ALinda+Gorski&s=digital-text&sr=1-2&text=Linda+Gorski
https://www.amazon.com/Public-Land-Ostia-Antica-Self-Guided-ebook/dp/B07BH6M1K4/ref=sr_1_2?qid=1699845700&refinements=p_27%3ALinda+Gorski&s=digital-text&sr=1-2&text=Linda+Gorski
https://mgcp03.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6545152b5ad4025284d24116&u=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.garylpinkerton.com%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR2iamOprJxwSDaPz2qFnpcoMvkeVRogtSlhwJulUfGpeLRYSFAXBiuDQ6k%26h%3DAT2Q8ZWcpLLzmfB_HO63_8X9FuAZ3A8XoFV97oyTH32cpTPZfJBwSJdhwTinVsmCiR0668mS3_2Al1SzQesbi_n1ZUHKVwl9UjPh1M61OlimZVoIHxunI2B51DbQvC6U4qNEwdxzd_AfkhDZAA%26__tn__%3D-UK-R%26c%5B0%5D%3DAT1MAkFCeWjzozOLElj6tgu17u5zSFuF7sZpdMojmQaVtqIcxJsAYowOKdB10udexPrTo4DPDoIuCcQ7_Fk591buRO5mjAi7UJS3eKXXbQlxHOFBoJPQNDz6D2hpNMG4fDSMtgwiRqd9dZiOhY3xPT3pL40&w=64c9bb3fb137cd19094a1e73&c=b_65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624&l=en-US&s=TwyrNqS5RyumcCQxNIaogd_yGYw%3D
https://mgcp03.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6545152b5ad4025284d24116&u=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.garylpinkerton.com%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR2iamOprJxwSDaPz2qFnpcoMvkeVRogtSlhwJulUfGpeLRYSFAXBiuDQ6k%26h%3DAT2Q8ZWcpLLzmfB_HO63_8X9FuAZ3A8XoFV97oyTH32cpTPZfJBwSJdhwTinVsmCiR0668mS3_2Al1SzQesbi_n1ZUHKVwl9UjPh1M61OlimZVoIHxunI2B51DbQvC6U4qNEwdxzd_AfkhDZAA%26__tn__%3D-UK-R%26c%5B0%5D%3DAT1MAkFCeWjzozOLElj6tgu17u5zSFuF7sZpdMojmQaVtqIcxJsAYowOKdB10udexPrTo4DPDoIuCcQ7_Fk591buRO5mjAi7UJS3eKXXbQlxHOFBoJPQNDz6D2hpNMG4fDSMtgwiRqd9dZiOhY3xPT3pL40&w=64c9bb3fb137cd19094a1e73&c=b_65416a3f3460cb573ceb5624&l=en-US&s=TwyrNqS5RyumcCQxNIaogd_yGYw%3D
https://lwaithman.com/books/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/sea-of-mud-gregg-dimmick/1114479510
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/sea-of-mud-gregg-dimmick/1114479510
https://www.amazon.com/stores/Carolyn%20E.%20Boyd/author/B001K8AS6W
https://www.heritagesociety.org/books-and-history-gifts-1
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/tip-sheet/article/84689-the-10-best-books-about-texas.html#:~:text=The%2010%20Best%20Books%20About%20Texas%201%201.,of%20Texas%20by%20Stephen%20Harrigan%20...%20More%20items
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/42972.Texas_History
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/42972.Texas_History
https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product-category/books
https://www.sanjacinto-museum.org/Learn/Suggested_Reading/
https://www.sanjacinto-museum.org/Learn/Suggested_Reading/
https://www.amazon.com/Digging-Up-Texas-Guide-Archaeology/dp/1556229372
https://bookauthority.org/books/best-archaeology-books
https://bookauthority.org/books/best-archaeology-books
https://www.cafepress.com/+munsell+mugs
https://www.cafepress.com/mf/71010787/stonehenge-17th-century-artwor_mugs?productId=1130626023
https://marshalltown.com/pro-1654-archaeology-pointing-trowels
https://theanvilandyew.com/store/
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1154459235/custom-archeology-trowel-inspired-in
https://www.etsy.com/shop/scratchtrowels?ref=shop-header-name&listing_id=1593509962&from_page=listing
https://www.etsy.com/shop/scratchtrowels?ref=shop-header-name&listing_id=1593509962&from_page=listing
https://www.occpaleo.com/product-page/pre-columbian-style-atlatl
https://www.etsy.com/shop/mariliejacob
https://www.etsy.com/shop/mariliejacob
https://www.etsy.com/shop/MaldonJewellery
https://www.etsy.com/shop/JimClift?search_query=trowel
https://www.etsy.com/shop/NYMPHEarchaeojewelry
https://www.etsy.com/ca/listing/198395849/archaeology-trowel-bottle-opener-the-key
https://www.bing.com/shop?q=Arrowhead+Cookie+Cutter&FORM=SSAT01&cvid=6e19424ab7cc497190f81cdce6cde4f4&originIGUID=630313833C184F0298EA93BCFB4C382B
https://shop.nms.ac.uk/products/lewis-chessmen-maroon-berserker-decoration
https://shop.nms.ac.uk/products/lewis-chessmen-maroon-berserker-decoration
https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product-category/maps
https://www.etsy.com/shop/PerfectVintageVibes?ref=shop-header-name&listing_id=1568622968&from_page=listing&section_id=45365325
https://www.amazon.com/LEGO-Architecture-Landmark-Collection-Collectible/dp/B09XSMHNX8?ref_=pb_hm_dp_T2&th=1
https://stockx.com/lego-colosseum-set-10276
https://groovebags.com/products/neat-vibe-boots-archaeology-00377
https://www.redbubble.com/i/throw-blanket/Ancient-Greek-Pottery-by-flaroh/21932738.NZ8A6
https://rdbl.co/49zGDG4
https://www.cafepress.com/mf/30426017/archaeology-pop-art_tshirt?productId=311926101
https://www.cafepress.com/mf/21252328/group-of-petroglyph-peoples_tshirt?productId=157093791
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1358800692/mayan-calendar-archaeology-t-shirt-mayan?click_key=35fcc55026290f9b20bbf1ddb50d1091c90eeed2%3A1358800692&click_sum=077b5460&ref=shop_home_recs_95
https://www.cafepress.com/mf/29648408/coprolite-happens_tshirt?productId=295389420
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1360593445/my-life-is-in-ruins-shirt-archaeology?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=archaeology+archeology+anthropology+gifts+trowel&ref=sc_gallery-1-1&pro=1&sts=1&plkey=e1062b97e7d80682e63ea3bea9646bc3df4fbf85%3A1360593445
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1484452730/archaeology-shirt-cute-archaeology-shirt?click_key=e9085119783262a0c2ebdb30161d44f364cf4b55%3A1484452730&click_sum=b9ba0c06&ref=shop_home_recs_1&pro=1&sts=1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1324238440/not-just-a-rock-archaeology?click_key=21c312f4ccf6f5e6c077f3acd6e91c9ffebfed23%3A1324238440&click_sum=38611ca1&ref=shop_home_recs_1
https://www.amazon.com/Archaeology-Like-History-But-Dirtier/dp/B0CMNNGRVM/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?qid=1700316271&refinements=p_4%3AArchaeology+is+Like+History+But+Dirtier&s=apparel&sr=1-1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1354446205/ugly-christmas-sweater-archaeology?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=archaeology+archeology+anthropology+gifts+trowel&ref=sr_gallery-1-16&organic_search_click=1
http://www.youtube.com/channel
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123659814324626/
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Upcoming Events 

Be sure to reconfirm details before making plans to attend. 

VIRTUAL: 

American Institute of Archaeology 

12/1 – Friday, 5:30 p.m. ET/4:30 Central. Tattooed Mummies and Female Figurines from Ancient Egypt: New Results from 

Deir el-Medina. Dr. Marie-Lys Annette, Johns Hopkins University. To attend virtually, please use the following 

link: https://towson-edu.zoom.us/j/98825554469?pwd=bGpsWXFuemQvRVcrL1VQaU10WWlqZz09. 

12/6 – Wednesday, Noon Central/1 p.m. Eastern - Digging Up Britain: Ten Discoveries, a Million Years of History, a 

conversation with author Mike Pitts, highlighting ten archaeological finds that change the way we think of British history 

and prehistory. Zoom, Register HERE to attend. 

12/6 – Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. MT/8:00 p.m. Central. Landscapes of Predation: Exploring Hostile Social Environments Dr. 

Catherine Cameron, University of Colorado. Register at AIA: Hostile Social Environments. 

12/30 – Saturday, 2:00 p.m. Central. Archaeological Narratives and the First Nations of Australia. Zoom lecture by Dr. 

Harry Allen, Fellow at the University of Auckland in New Zealand. Join at Launch Meeting - Zoom. 

Englehart-Moore Lecture Series 

12/7 – Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Central. The Memphis Hathor Temple: Recent Work and New Discoveries, presented by Dr. 

Michelle Marlar, Director of Egyptian Archaeological Missions at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. Free virtual 

lecture, join here:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86966702516?pwd=alRGNFVtOHVUVGxmMnQzL1BTaU5Idz09 

More information and previous lectures are available at: engelhardtmoore/lecture-series. 

Smithsonian Institution 

12/19 – Tuesday, 6:30 ET/5:30 Central. Dr. Eric Cline, George Washington University, presents a thesis based on the latest 

archaeological and textual discoveries that a Trojan War, or several such wars, did indeed take place during the Late Bronze 

Age. $25, register at: The Trojan War: Did It Happen? - Smithsonian Associates. A current calendar of other Smithsonian 

virtual lectures presented for modest fees may be found at: Online Events | Smithsonian. 

 

ON-SITE: 

Archaeology Now (AIA Houston Chapter) 

12/5 – Tuesday, 7 – 10 p.m. Learn about the ancient Mesopotamian hero Gilgamesh at the Marsh Arabs mudhif structure 

on the campus of Rice University, which members of HAS helped construct.  

Brazos County Historical Commission 

12/5 – Tuesday, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Holiday Open House with local crafts and a new special exhibit, Dog Tales: The Human 

Canine Connection, which examines the natural history of dogs, their transformation over time, and the close relationship 

they have with humans both as companions and work partners. For more information see Brazos Valley Museum|Holiday. 

Caddo Mounds State Historic Site 

12/2 – 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Caddo Culture Day, celebrating Caddo culture and history with artisans, vendors, and other activities. 

Houston Heritage Society 

Now through December 31 – Houston Rodeo, Charles Goodnight Collection, and Duncan Store exhibits, $5 admission. 

Now through January 2 – Bagby Street City Lights Holiday Downtown Magic. 

12/2 and 12/9 – Saturdays, 5:00, 6:00, and 7:00 p.m. Annual Candlelight Tours, $20. Tickets: Candlelight (fareharbor.com). 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

King Tut’s Tomb Discovery exhibit. Ticketed. Related podcast: Tut Tut, Now What? How Carter discovered King 

Tutankhamun. Dinosaur Discoveries, Wortham Theater. 

12/7 – Thursday, 11:00 a.m. Planetarium. Fate of the Maya. $9. Tickets: Fate of the Maya, December 7, 11:00AM. 

Kreische Brewery and Monument Hill State Historic Site 

12/8, 12/9, 12/15, 12/16, 12/17 – Weekends, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. Trail of Lights. Decorations throughout the decorated grounds 

and house along with live entertainment, refreshments, family crafts and activities, and visits with Santa. $8. 

12/19 – 12/23 - 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. Encore Nights. Lighted trails only, $5. More information at Kreische Brewery - Trail of 

Lights. 

https://towson-edu.zoom.us/j/98825554469?pwd=bGpsWXFuemQvRVcrL1VQaU10WWlqZz09
https://archaeological.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30cf20214e57f56c348c6e6d7&id=4523bdb485&e=b10f245f42
https://archaeological.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30cf20214e57f56c348c6e6d7&id=eb12286696&e=b10f245f42
https://archaeological.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30cf20214e57f56c348c6e6d7&id=bb09f8ec00&e=b10f245f42
https://calendar.colorado.edu/event/aia_landscapes_of_predation_exploring_hostile_social_environments_in_small-scale_societies?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+Colorado+Boulder
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3615010853?pwd=TldNQW1CS0kwc1FIMlhrbjlXQVdlQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86966702516?pwd=alRGNFVtOHVUVGxmMnQzL1BTaU5Idz09
https://engelhardtmoore.wixsite.com/lecture-series
https://smithsonianassociates.org/ticketing/tickets/trojan-war
https://www.si.edu/events/online
https://www.brazosvalleymuseum.org/holiday-showcase
https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/heritagesociety/items/493651/calendar/2023/12/?full-items=yes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iEgP2tlgh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iEgP2tlgh0
https://my.hmns.org/38/13704
https://www.friendsofkreischebrewery.org/trailoflights
https://www.friendsofkreischebrewery.org/trailoflights
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Museum of the Coastal Bend, Victoria College 

12/1 – Friday, 9 – 11 a.m. McNeill Ranch archaeological excavation site tour. 

San Felipe de Austin State Historic Site 

12/2 – Saturday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. San Felipe de Austin Historic Career Fair. Learn about all the jobs, skills, and daily chores 

two hundred years ago with demonstrations and participation in hands-on activities. 

12/16 – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Christmas at San Felipe de Austin.  Presentations on religion and reflections on the 

Christmas season in Mexican Texas, learn the legend of the poinsettia, enjoy poinsettia papercraft activities and 

refreshments at the outdoor oven. 

San Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site 

12/9 – Saturday, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. San Jacinto Family Day: Medicine Making. Learn about historic medicines that used 

natural ingredients like cinnamon and willow bark, use a mortar and pestle. 

12/16 – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Life on the Frontier: Spinning and Weaving. Demonstrations by local artisans. 

Varner-Hogg Plantation 

12/16 – Saturday, 6 – 9 p.m. Candlelight Christmas. Enjoy decorations, wassail, cookies, and photos with a Victorian Santa. 

Washington-on-the-Brazos 

12/8 and 12/9 – Friday and Saturday, 6 – 8:30 p.m. Barrington Plantation. Candlelight Christmas. Costumed interpreters 

bring to life the festivities of the season with musket fire, music, and dancing. 

12/16 and 12/17 – Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Barrington Plantation, cooking demonstrations. Cooking in the 

Quarter and Cooking in the Kitchen. 

12/16 – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Dickens on the Brazos | THC.Texas.gov - Texas Historical Commission. Collaboration 

between Fanthorpe Inn and Washington-on-the-Brazos. At Independence Hall, visit a Christmas post office. At the Tavern 

at Washington-on-the-Brazos, enjoy readings from Charles Dickens and historical seasonal refreshments.  

 
 

HAS Reference Desk 

What research on archeology, anthropology, paleontology, or history have you been reading lately? The HAS Reference 

desk seeks your suggestions about interesting archeology and history links.  

 

Has anyone ever received this Best-selling Christmas card of all time? If you have, 

let us know at newsletter@txhas.org! 

Despite the commercialism that surrounds the Christmas season, the essence of the 

holiday means that Christians around the world celebrate the birth of Jesus. Relevant 

ancient sites throughout the Mediterranean are studied by both secular and Biblical 

researchers, such as the Sisters of Nazareth Convent: 

Ken Dark, PhD; Early roman-period Nazareth and the Sisters of Nazareth 

Convent, The Antiquaries Journal 

https://www.antiquities.org.il/survey/new/default_en.aspx 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/finding-king-herods-tomb-34296862/ 

Ancient Tomb of St. Nicholas - Santa Claus - Discovered Beneath Turkish Church 

 

 

    Calling All HAS Members – Please send photographs and articles for The Profile! 

 
We would like all HAS members to consider submitting content for The Profile newsletter. Please send submissions to 

newsletter@txhas.org. Report on an interesting on-site experience, academy, field school, historic location, or community 

outreach event! Send photos of yourself on an HAS or TAS adventure! What archeological artifact or historical event have 

you been researching? Your contributions can be brief, such as a couple of paragraphs or about 250 words. Please submit 

information for upcoming issues no later than the fifteenth of each month.  
 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/san-felipe-de-austin-historic-career-fair
https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/christmas-san-felipe-de-austin
https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/san-jacinto-family-day-medicine-making
https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/life-frontier-spinning-and-weaving
https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/candlelight-christmas-4
https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/cooking-quarter-6
https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/cooking-quarter-6
https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/cooking-kitchen-2
https://www.thc.texas.gov/news-events/events/dickens-brazos
https://kansascitymag.com/uncategorized/the-story-behind-the-best-selling-christmas-card-of-all-time/
about:blank
https://bit.ly/3spTmup
https://bit.ly/3spTmup
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/finding-king-herods-tomb-34296862/
https://www.newsweek.com/santa-claus-tomb-discovered-beneath-ancient-church-turkey-676598
about:blank
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ARCHEOLOGY IN THIS AREA, CONTACT THE FOLLOWING 

     HAS BOARD MEMBERS 

            Bob Sewell, President, president@txhas.org     Eleanor Stoddart, Director-at-Large, eleanorstoddart@hotmail.com 

            Frank Kozar, Vice President, tupflash@aol.com                                  Leonie Waithman, Director-at-Large, lwaithman@live.com 

            Louis Hebert, Treasurer, treasurer@txhas.org    Geoff Mills, Director-at-Large, geoffm1877@gmail.com 

            Emma Baldwin, Secretary, secretary@txhas.org    Linda Gorski, Board Advisor, lindagorski@cs.com 

 

TEXAS ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

       Sharon Menegaz, smenegaz@rcseagles.org 

 

AREA TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ARCHEOLOGY STEWARDS        

Elizabeth Aucoin, ekpj.aucoin@prodigy.net 

Liz Coon-Nguyen, elizabeth.coonnguyenmd@gmail.com 

Bob Crosser, 281-341-5251 

Beth Kennedy, bethiekennedy902@gmail.com 

Don Keyes, keyes_don@hotmail.com 

Clint Lacy, clacy13@comcast.net 

Debbie Eller, debjajul@yahoo.com 

Charlie Gordy, chasgordy@yahoo.com 

Bruce Grethen, bruceg999@gmail.com 

Sharon Menegaz, smenegaz@rcseagles.org 

Tom Nuckols, tlnuckols58@att.net 

Sandra Pollan, pollanone@sbcglobal.net 

Sue Gross, suegbobs@comcast.net Sandra (Sandy) E. Rogers, sojourne47@gmail.com 

Joe D. Hudgins, manso@jdhudgins.com 

Kathleen Hughes, hughes.kathleen@yahoo.com 

Brenda Jackson, brendajacks1@yahoo.com 

Ron Jackson, ronj845@gmail.com 

 

Gary Ryman, gkryman@gmail.com 

Steve Salyer, salyer4@hotmail.com 

Bob Sewell, robert-sewell@att.net 

Paul Spana, pcspana@comcast.net 

 

  
 

 

Disclaimer: For concerns or issues regarding any article published in this newsletter, please contact the author of the article. The content 

of any article published is solely the responsibility of the author. Copyright ©2023 by the Houston Archeological Society. All rights 

reserved.  

 
 

 
                                                        Source: 9688dc807575f295b3e77d93b0570dd7.jpg (1200×780) (pinimg.com). 
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